Sarah Michelle Ramos

October 19, 2009

Dear Governor Christ,                                                             
My name is Sarah Ramos. I am sixteen years old, and I am in tenth grade at 

Center Academy, in Coral Springs. I am in the process of raising money to build a Boundless Playground at Sherwood Forest Park in Coral Springs. I have already done two bake sales and one independent fundraiser. I will do more events later on.

I have also collected many donations from relatives and people that I know.  

So far I raised a bit over one thousand dollars. The cost of the playground is two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

I want to tell you about my inspiration and my background. I have a friend who uses a wheelchair. His name is Matthew. He is now eighteen years old. He went through a horrifying tragedy when he was three years old which caused him to be in a wheelchair for the rest of his life. I met him two years ago when I first came to my school he was in the same class as me last year and the year before. He is just like any other teenager. He loves animals, video games and hanging out with friends. 

My school goes to a nearby park for PE/Free Time. Matthew is unable to use some of the equipment, including the playground, which is a place that many of the kids just goof off. Also, at many other parks in South Florida, barley any are wheelchair accessible. A Boundless Playground is not just for children, it can be for teenagers, baby sitters, cousins, grandparents and parents who have a disability which prevents them from going on most ordinary playgrounds to play and/or watch their little ones. 

I don’t have a physical disability, but in my early childhood years, I had many speech delays and had to go to therapy. When I was five, I had eye surgery and I had to wear an eye patch. So me, myself have had many challenges throughout my life but I have always had fun, reached my goals and have achieved a lot during my life so far. Nothing can hold you back, that is what I had learned.
I heard that you want at least one hundred Boundless playgrounds in the state of Florida throughout the next ten years. I totally support it. Everyone needs to play.

Nobody should be sitting on the sidelines just watching all of the others play. Everyone should enjoy the value of play. It is a highly important part of life. 

There is no excuse, anyone can follow their dreams and reach their goals as long as they try.  

I think that you are a very generous governor. I think that you are a great role model and I know that you have a very caring heart inside of you. Keep up all of the great work for the state of Florida.  Please write back very soon. 

       Yours Truly,
     Sarah Ramos

