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February 5, 2011
Dear Governor Scott,      

I know you receive letters and emails all of the time. Please take a moment to consider mine. I am writing to you about my efforts to build a Boundless Playground in Coral Springs.  A Boundless Playground is a wheelchair accessible structure and the city of Coral Springs has approved and allocated a park. What is even more special about this project is I am only 17 yrs old, I began this project when I was 15, I have a form of high functioning autism, I am a high school junior,   and I am still working hard to make this project happen. I was featured in the Sun Sentinel last year and I am attaching the article for you to see.

You may be thinking it’s just a playground what is the big deal. But there are many unique things about this project I would like to share, that make it more than just another playground.  There is heart and soul in the project and it shows the world that teenagers can care about the community and do great things. My inspiration for the playground is my friend Matthew. He is now twenty years old; he is in a wheelchair and will be for the rest of his life. At my prior private school where Matthew and I attended, we went to a nearby park for PE/Free Time.  Matthew was unable to use the playground or participate.  This brought back my own feelings of being excluded as a child.

I don’t have a physical disability, but in my early childhood years, I had motor skills and speech delays and had to go to therapy. I was diagnosed with PDD-NOS, a form of autism. There are kids like me who are very high functioning, they still have problems with social skills, but are capable of amazing things. Some children with autism can have trouble playing on regular playgrounds and may need lots of support while playground. On a Boundless Playground, these children can experience freedom and will be able to play without support.  The number of children diagnosed with autism keeps on growing. 1 out of every 110 children has a form of autism.
This playground will feature an autism sensory corner with equipment that is designed to enhance the minds of children in the autism spectrum. So our playground will be adapted for children with physical, sensory and other special needs.

I have been bullied in different school environments because I am different and not always good with social skills. In the past there have been many times when I have felt left out. Feeling left out is a harsh feeling.  I want to create a place where all kids can play and no one has that feeling of being on the outside looking in.
                                         
We have the support of our local rotary club, we are entirely non-profit, and it is with the help of family and friends that we have pushed this project forward. So far I have raised close to $3,000 and we continue to work on fundraising every day. Despite the many challenges throughout my life I have always had fun, worked hard to reach my goals and most importantly I never give up! I believe you should not let a disability hold you back.  In the past, some people said that I would not be able to accomplish much. They were definitely wrong and it just inspires me to work harder.

The former Governor, pledged to build at least one hundred Boundless playgrounds in the state of Florida throughout the next ten years. I am hoping you can find a way to support our fundraising efforts by grants, allocation of state funds or connecting us with others who share or support our vision.

I know that you just started your position as governor last month. I wish you good luck in making positive changes for Florida. This playground will bring joy to children of all physical and mental abilities. We need more inclusive, barrier-free  playgrounds  in the state of Florida. This will also be a great opportunity for you to show your support of the special needs community in the state of Florida, especially at a time when it is hard to find the funding for so many different great projects and services.   Please write back very soon. 

Remember a teenager can change the world, one park at a time.

Yours Truly,

Sarah Ramos


Please view more about the project at www.draronsonramos.com  click on the boundless link on the home page
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